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TEXTBOOKS

Cnaan, R.A., Wineburg, R.J., & Boddie, S.C. (1999). The newer deal, social work and religion in
partnership. New York: Columbia University Press.

Foster, R.J. (1988). Celebration of discipline. San Francisco, CA: Harper & Row.
COURSE CONTEXT AND DESCRIPTION

Religion and Spirituality in Direct Practice (SOWK 656) is one of the complimentary elective courses
providing students with exposure to advanced practice in behavioral health through examination of concerns
and issues of specific problem areas. As such, Religion and Spirituality in Direct Practice (SOWK 656)
acquaints students with predominant theories regarding religion and spirituality from the “person-in-the-
situation” perspective. Theoretical orientations include psychodynamic, philosophical, and sociocultural. The
implications of these theories are examined in terms of their impact on social work practice.

COURSE GOAL

To acquaint students with predominant theories regarding religion and spirituality from the person-in-
situation perspective.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

! To identify and compare a general analysis of religion, its functions and dysfunctions from three major
philosophical viewpoints;

! To clarify the importance of understanding religious diversity and interreligious relations, particularly
regarding client populations; and

! To analyze the importance of a spirituality assessment in practice with various special populations
STUDENT EDUCATIONAL OUTCOMES

! Students will demonstrate in writing and in course participation knowledge of the three major
theoretical frameworks associated with religion and spirituality in direct practice;

! Students will demonstrate in writing and in course participation the ability to develop a personal
awareness of the role one’s own religion/spirituality plays in their practice approach;

! Students will demonstrate in writing and in course participation the ability to develop sensitivity to the
impact of spirituality in the lives of clients; and

! Students will demonstrate in writing and in course participation the ability to evaluate the impact
spirituality and religion has on social work practice in the late-twentieth century.



COGNITIVE AND AFFECTIVE LEARNING EXPERIENCES

Teaching methods for this course will include a combination of lecture, discussion, break out session, group
reports and independent student research.

COURSE ASSIGNMENTS

! Complete a three-generation genogram with emphasis on spiritual concern and practice in the family (3
type-written pages).

! Complete a three-generation gendergram with emphasis on spiritual issues by gender (3-type written
pages).
4 How to pass the course: attend class, sit in front, ask questions, and submit assignments on time.

Required Readings. Course readings designated as required provide the major content for lectures,
discussions, examinations and quizzes. Required readings are located in either the course textbooks or the
course supplement.

Attenaance Policy. Professional graduate education assumes that students attend all scheduled class sessions.
Classes begin at 10 minutes after the hour unless otherwise arranged. Students are required to be in the
classroom and seated by that time. Instructors have the right to refuse entry or reentry to any students who are
tardy or who take frequent and/or extended breaks from class. Early departures from classes are also not
acceptable. Tardiness, frequent and/or extended breaks, and early departures are all recorded as absences. All
absences are factored into the course grade and may be substantial enough to effect the final course grade;
including assignment of an unsatisfactory or failing grade. Absences due to personal emergencies, jury duty,
or work responsibilities will be excused only if appropriate documentation is provided. Students should give
special attention to arranging for child care and making voluntary personal appointments at times that do not
conflict with their responsibilities regarding class attendance.

Final Examination: There will be one final examination over the content of the textbooks and lecture material.
GRADING

The final grade will be computed by combining the points on the class assignments with the points on the
final exam into a student friendly curve. Late assignments will be deducted 10% of the points possible.

ACADEMIC POLICIES AND STANDARDS FOR PERFORMANCE

All students receive copies of the MSW Program Student Handbook and the Loma Linda University Student
Handbook upon admission to the University and program. Students are held responsible for becoming
familiar with the policies contained in these documents. Specifically, students need to know and understand
the academic policies that guide their classroom and practicum experiences. These include but are not limited
to policies for assignment standards, late assignments, attendance, identification of codes for course
assignments, and academic dishonesty. Students should address any questions they may have regarding these
policies to the Department’s Academic Standards Committee.



SOWK 656 Religion and Spirituality in Direct Practice
COURSE SCHEDULE

WEEK ONE 8/7/06
LECTURE TOPICS:

l. Introduction to course

Il. Religion, religiosity and spirituality

I1. Myer-Briggs finding and following your spiritual path
READING ASSIGNMENTS (REQUIRED):

Cnaan, R.A., Wineburg, R.J., & Boddie, S.C. (1999). The newer deal, social work and religion in
partnership. New York: Columbia University Press.

Chapter 1 The challenge of devolution and the promise of religious-based social services: an
introduction, pp 1-24.

Chapter 2 What do we mean by “religious-based social services”?, pp. 25-46.

Chapter 3 Religious-based social services in social work literature and education, pp 47-68.

Chapter 4  Reasons for the rift between social work and religious-based social services, pp.
69-90.

Foster, R.J. (1988). Celebration of Discipline. New York: Harper & Row.
Chapter 1 The spiritual disciplines: Door to liberation, pp 1-12.
Chapter 2 Meditation, pp. 15-32.

Chapter 3 Prayer, pp 33-46.

WEEK TWO 8/14/06
LECTURE TOPICS:
l. Use of imagination
Il. Critical thinking inventory
V. Genogram Due
READINGS/ASSIGNMENTS (REQUIRED):.
Cnaan, R.A., Wineburg, R.J., & Boddie, S.C. (1999). The newer deal, social work and religion in
partnership. New York: Columbia University Press.
Chapter 5  Theological teaching and emphasis on helping the needy, pp. 91-111.

Chapter 6  Religious roots of America’s social services system, pp. 112-132.
Chapter 7 Religion and the quality of life of individuals, pp. 133-157.

Foster, R.J. (1988). Celebration of Discipline. New York: Harper & Row.
Chapter 4  Fasting, pp. 47-61.
Chapter 5  Study, pp. 62-76.




WEEK THREE 8/21/06
LECTURE TOPICS:

l. Energy psychology and the management of stress
Il. Gendergram due
READINGS/ASSIGNMENTS (REQUIRED):

Cnaan, R.A., Wineburg, R.J., & Boddie, S.C. (1999). The newer deal, social work and religion
in partnership. New York: Columbia University Press.

Chapter 8  Religion and social services provision at the end of the twentieth century, pp. 157-
184.

Chapter 9  Empowerment and organized religion, pp. 185-211.

Chapter 10 Religious-based social services provision: Findings from local studies—
Greensboro, pp 212-228.

Chapter 11 Religious-based social services provision: findings from local studies—
Philadelphia, pp. 229-278.

Foster, R. J. (1988). Celebration of Discipline. New York: Harper & Row.
Chapter 6  Simplicity, pp. 79-95
Chapter 7 Solitude, pp. 96-109

WEEK FOUR 8/28/06
LECTURE TOPICS:

I Appreciative inquiry
Il. Valuing theory
1. Final Examination
READINGS/ASSIGNMENTS (REQUIRED):.
Cnaan, R.A., Wineburg, R.J., & Boddie, S.C. (1999). The newer deal, social work and
religion in partnership. New York: Columbia University Press.

Chapter 12 Political and societal trends in social services provisions, pp. 279-298.
Chapter 13 Toward a limited partnership for a newer deal, pp. 299-314.

Foster, R. J. (1988). Celebration of Discipline. New York: Harper & Row.
Chapter 8 Submission, pp 110-125

Chapter 9 Service, pp 126-140

Chapter 10 Confession, pp. 143-157
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