Section I: Healing for humanity

Virtual university

“THE BEGINNING OF A NEW WAY
TO CONDUCT ADVENTIST EDUCATION?”

young woman in
Fresno, California,
tenderly tucks her
sleeping 2-year-old son
into his little bed and
turns out the light. As she walks into the
kitchen, her thoughts go back to the prob-
lem posed in class yesterday by her profes-
sor. She wants to discuss her ideas for a
solution with some of her classmates
before tomorrow’s lecture. As she turns on
her computer, a sense of excitement and
pride rushes through her. “I’'m a LLoma
Linda University student,” she laughs to
herself. “I'm really getting my degree!”

Earlier that same evening, in Lowell,
Massachusetts, a middle-aged systems ana-
lyst looks at the clock. He knows that soon
his job will be over—not just for the day,
but for forever. Downsizing, they called it.
He called it the opportunity of a lifetime.
He was about to graduate from L.oma
Linda, and knew the job market was wide
open in his chosen new field.

As he steps out into the cool night air,
he exults, “One more course, and I’ll have
that degree in my hand!” He gets into his
car and heads for class.

Pie-in-the-sky? No. Fantasy? No.

LLU president B. Lyn Behrens, MBBS
(with microphone and on video screen),
outlines the advantages of distance learning
to the University Councilors.

Virtual university

Reality? Yes, thanks to Loma Linda
University’s virtual university program. “It
is now possible to offer degree and certifi-
cate programs, specialty undergraduate and
graduate courses, undergraduate prerequi-
site and general education courses, and
continuing education to students anywhere
and anytime,” says B. Lyn Behrens, MBBS,
president of Loma Linda University. “T'his
is the beginning of a new way to conduct
Adventist education.”

Who needs it?

In his 1997 State of the Union address,
President Clinton told listeners that “In
the 21st century, we must expand the fron-
tiers of learning across a lifetime.” In the

Information Age, no longer will education
end with a diploma. No longer will isolated
rural towns be shut off from the universe
of knowledge. No longer will students be
tied to institutions of higher learning by
the umbilical cord of geography.

“There is a need throughout a life span
for individuals who choose to change their
profession to get training that prepares
them for a new career, whether it’s an
enhancement of work, an expanded level
of responsibility, or even shifting careers,”
says Dr. Behrens. “Our educational diver-
sity will become our strength as we con-
tinue, through new technologies, to pro-
vide an educational environment that inte-
grates faith and Christian values into per-

On February 10, 1997, the School of Public Health received approval
from the Board of Trustees to offer a bachelor of science degree in public
health (BSPH). The School will offer this degree program in close coop-
eration with other Seventh-day Adventist institutions of higher learning.
Students will complete three years at an institution offering undergradu-
ate coursework and then transfer to the School of Public Health for their
last year. The third year of coursework will likely include a combination
of regular courses taken in the undergraduate program and courses
offered by the School through distance learning technology to the under-
graduate campus. The program will prepare individuals for professional
positions in public health and related fields.
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sonal living and professional activity.
Because of our emphasis on quality, on
health, healing, and wholeness, and on the
uniqueness of what we have, we increas-
ingly want to make education more afford-
able and more accessible.”

Greater accessibility can mean reaching
the many Seventh-day Adventist youths
who are now going to non-Adventist
colleges and universities. Potentially, some
of those students could join L.oma Linda,
either through video, interactive classroom,
or other technologies, and remain at their
geographic sites.

The vision

The variety of distance education tech-
nologies now available means that LLoma
Linda has an opportunity to interface with
other Adventist colleges and universities in
an Adventist-education network, bringing
together the best that Adventist education
has to offer.

“We’ve had some success in distance
education, and other Adventist schools are
just getting into it,” says William Hughes,
PhD, professor, School of Allied Health
Professions, and chair of the distance
education committee for Loma Linda
University. “We would like to facilitate the
incorporation of distance education tech-
nology. The other Adventist west coast
institutions of higher education (La Sierra
University, Pacific Union College, and
Walla Walla College) are in the process of
exploring the technology and have final-
ized on a platform that will be compatible
with ours.

“From the beginning, Adventist educa-
tion did not adopt a BYU [Brigham Young
University] model. We have more than a
dozen colleges and universities in North
America, each with a loyal constituency.
With distance education technology stu-
dents can access the very best that
Adventist higher education has to offer—
academic diversity becomes our strength.”

Beginnings

"The virtual university concept at L.oma
Linda began about two years ago with a
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Achievement on tests tends to be higher for distance as opposed to
traditional students—distance education is voluntary, students are
usually older, highly motivated, and self-disciplined

Assistance from distance-site coordinators

Classes for academic credit

Continuing education

Degree programs (LLU or alliance degrees)

Flexible class time

Geographically isolated areas brought into University contact

Increasing knowledge of individuals without having to relocate or
change jobs

Interviewing prospective faculty, staff, students

Learning from diverse peoples brought together (those with varying
communication and learning styles, and varying social, cultural,
economic, and experiential backgrounds)

Library access
Master/expert instructors available to wider range of students

Meetings, conferences, discussion groups, problem-solving sessions,
consultation

Methods such as chat rooms and e-mail may facilitate more one-on-
one interaction between student and student, or teacher and student

Methods used for distance learning facilitate teacher’s organization
and preparation

Multiple instructors available from various sites

Multiple sites (without having to build new buildings, hire new
instructors, etc.)

Offering courses not available in area due to constraints from budget,
geography, or faculty expertise

Passive (one-way) instruction can facilitate self-paced learning
Recruiting prospective faculty, staff, students

Students may read electronic messages at their convenience, and
easily store them for later reference

World Wide Web pages can offer assignments, exercises, instructor’s
biography, links to other data on the Web that would be useful on
the subject, literature references, and syllabi

Virtual university




