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L nda L. DAntonio Ph ! is a Prolessor olSurg€Iyal Loma L nda lJniversily MedicalCefter inlhe Div sion ol plasticand Beconstructv€
Slrrqery and D rector ol nlernational0uk€achlorlheDvisionsprooTam"OperatonGoodSamartan."shesaSpeechLanouagepalhologisl
specialiinO n spe€ch dlsorders assoclatedwilh cleJl ipand palale. DL DAitofio has eslablished a vafiely ot seryces for individrats wlh cleft ip
and pa ale n countries ac@ss the globe, inciuding lidia, Ch na and most rec€nlly across Africa Dr DAntofi0ls aso of the NledicrlAdvsory Board
Ior'TheSmi€Tlan anonproftorganzationlhalpromolescleflcarelorchidrenaroundlhewofldaudwaslneoroanrzerol lhepanAfrican
Congress on C eflLip afd Palale in 2006 and 2007, and lh€ Pan Alricai Consefsus Conleronce on ncr€as ng 0l€tt Care ln Afrca.

we caughtup wth Dr' L ndalo discrss her recenllrav€ slo Alr ca on behall of individualswilh ctefl ip ard patale and on the penotal
cha lenges irhefent ln fu li i n0 one\ m ssion ii tite:

Whalmakes us humff slheab i ly 10 use speech afd anOuage. This ls my motival ion lowork with peoptewilh cteft tporceflpalale.
You can't i lslrepa rlherranalomy: lyo! donl help restorelheirspeech yoLl 've robbed Ihem ola hloe amoLjnt oftheif hLlmanlty

Th s is hard work il can be ike plshing a boutder lphi ils ollen fol g amorols

[4y biggest strugqle is batafce somelines lee] ike a cardle rhals aboutto be b own oll m hetping peop e arouno rfe wofld but
canl rememberto cal my brother 0n his b dhdayll 'm havino lo earnlobalanceQivngwilhlakngcafeoimysel

lheard about molh€rs brinoinolhelf babieslo the hospilalsand begging Ior
s!ro€rys0 thal lhey couid tak€ their new baby wilh a clei home and nollear
thatlhe falheror other relativewou d kil thech d I was lold lhal most ctefl
babies areallowed to starye in thefi.sl we€ks 0l ife.

Somelimes t is hard lo remember why I do th is work I is especlat y
hardwhen the circumslances are so dillicull. Bll Jrow we are in posilion
t0 mpacl cleltcarc if Niqeria and polentially a lofAlrica.


